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OVERVIEW
The Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development Institute (JKEDI) was established in 1997. The Institute has 

been playing a crucial role in fostering of the entrepreneurship culture across the length and breadth of the 

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. In line with its mandate, the Institute strives to develop a sustainable 

entrepreneurial culture through entrepreneurship education, skill up-gradation, knowledge dissemination, 

consultancy services and developing linkages with national and international organizations.

The Institute is committed to positive, healthy and competitive work culture, teamwork, quality improvement, 

excellence and professionalism in all aspects of its working. The Institute has a rich intellectual pool of faculty and 

experts who work selflessly in the areas of entrepreneurship education& trainings, research, business assistance 

support services & Startup financing. The Institute maintains and constantly improves its distinctiveness as a 

premier Multi-disciplinary Development Institution through cross cutting approaches of awareness, training. 

consultancy and investment in entrepreneurship education and research.

JKEDI has been designated as the nodal agency for JK Startup policy 2018. The Start-up Policy-2018 rolled out in 

September 2018 envisions the creation of 500 new Start-ups in J&K in next 10 years, besides establishing 

incubators, Fabrication and Innovation labs. The Policy also contemplates to create 2 Start-up Hubs in Kashmir 

and Jammu besides setting up of Angel Networks, Entrepreneurship Development Cells, Sector Collaboration, 

Strong incentive Structure and other Academic Interventions.

Institute is always on the forefront to make all the dreams of our budding entrepreneurs come true and even 

ensure that those dreams are realized with an aim of overall Socio-Economic solidity of the region. This 

compendium will certainly inspire our younger generation towards entrepreneurship. 

To strive for creation of a robust ecosystem that nurtures culture of environmentally sustainable and inclusive 

entrepreneurship and skill development in the UT of Jammu & Kashmir.

To create and nurture an ecosystem in Jammu and Kashmir which induces high-order skills, germination and 

growth of responsible entrepreneurship through training, teaching, research investments and advocacy

VISION

MISSION
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This is the first edition of the “COMPENDIUM OF SCHEMES” in JKEDI. While every 

effort has been made to ensure that the information in the compilation is correct and 

updated uptil the time of its publication, however any errors or omissions may be 

brought to notice of Centre for Igniting Entrepreneurship Culture (CIEC), JKEDI for updating 

in the relevant chapters hereinafter.

ciecjkedi@gmail.com
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The dissemination of information regarding various employment and entrepreneurship 

related initiatives undertaken by the UT Government, is important not only for the 

concerned departments to sensitise the educated unemployed youth for the setting up 

of viable business ventures but also serves as a significant guiding source for the 

existing as well as potential entrepreneurs.

In this direction, I am pleased to record my message at the time of launching of this 

compendium by JKEDI. This compendium consisely presents information regarding the 

schemes and programmes that are in vogue. I am quite hopeful, that this compendium 

will prove to be extremely helpful for all the stakeholders involved, directly or indirectly, 

in building up the entrepreneurial ecosystem in the UT of Jammu & Kashmir.

Finally, I appreciate the efforts put forth by Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship 

Development Institute (JKEDI) particularly Director JKEDI, Mr. Ajaz Ahmad Bhat, IAS for 

coming up with this compendium entitled “Compendium of various Entrepreneurship 

and Employment Schemes of UT of Jammu & Kashmir.”

MESSAGE

PRASHANT GOYAL - IAS
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, INDUSTRIES & COMMERCE DEPARTMENT

Department of

Industries & Commerce
Government of Jammu & Kashmir



Entrepreneurs play a vital role in nation building and this role becomes more meaningful and 

contributing especially in the country like ours. It is because of these entrepreneurial start-up ventures 

that have capacity to involve skilled/ un-skilled highly educated/ less educated/ urban/ rural youth 

thereby giving them dignified employment livelihood and vocational opportunities. We all know that 

currently the un-employment rate of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir is high and there needs to 

be some sustainable solution for such a problem. If we see major causes of unemployment & under 

employment we find lack of employment opportunities, skill crises, increasing population, slow growth 

of industrialization and seasonality of agricultural and allied sectors.

In such scenario, I strongly feel that need for entrepreneurship and start ups becomes inevitable. We 

need job makers instead of job seekers. The youth must look for exploring new opportunities rather 

than looking for jobs. Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir is bestowed with huge amount of 

natural resources which offers boundless opportunities across sectors ranging from Horticulture, 

Agriculture, Handicrafts, Floriculture, Medicinal and Aromatic Plants. Tourism so on and so forth. 

The Government of Jammu and Kashmir under the able leadership of Hon’ble Lieutenant Governor 

Shri Manoj Sinha is making tireless efforts in promoting the culture and ecosystem for 

entrepreneurship and startups within the Union Territory by formulating and devising employment 

friendly schemes for our youth in major sectors of our economy. 

In this direction, JKEDI is coming out with this compendium of schemes to give first-hand detailed 

guidelines of all the major schemes of various Departments of Govt. of J&K. I hope all our 

unemployed youth and the line departments involved in the process of entrepreneurship 

development will benefit immensely with this compendium and will become the partners of growth, 

peace and prosperity of our UT and Nation as well..
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AJAZ AHMAD BHAT - IAS
DIRECTOR - JKEDI

Department of

Industries & Commerce
Government of Jammu & Kashmir
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Table 5.1 : Handicrafts & Handlooms
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Table 6.1 : Mission Youth
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Table 7.1 : WDC

Table 7.2 : WDC
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Table 8.3
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Table 9.1 : Sheep Husbandry Department
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10. DEPARTMENT OF HORTICULTURE
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11. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, J&K

Table 11.1 :  Department of Agriculture
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12. DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES
Fisheries is one of the most signi�cant sectors of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir.
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14. JAMMU & KASHMIR ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE (JKEDI)

Table 14.1 : J&K Start up 

14.1  JAMMU & KASHMIR START-UP POLICY 2018-2028
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15. MINISTRY OF MICRO, SMALL & MEDIUM ENTERPRISES (MSME)

Table 15.1 : MSME (JK)
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Vigilance Awareness Week 
Celebrated at JKEDI

Under B2V4 program, Director JKEDI inspects 
various ongoing developmental programs

One-day exposure visit for management 
students from ICccR & HRM, University of Jammu 

organized at JKEDI Jammu.

JKEDI organized a one-day Startup and Innovation awareness program for 
the Central University of Jammu students

JKEDI organised Entrepreneurship 
Awareness Program at Kupwara

An awareness program on Government schemes for 
startups and self-employment was organized by the Institute 

under the NMDFC loan scheme.

Director JKEDI distributes certificates 
at district Ramban

JKEDI holds a day-long Entrepreneurship 
Awareness Programme at Rajouri.

JKEDI organised a one-day workshop 
on innovation and entrepreneurship for 

students in Jammu

COMPENDIUM 2023



Chairperson Total Start calls on 
Director, JKEDI to discuss community enterprise 

development in J&K.

JKEDI organized a mega entrepreneurship 
awareness program in Poonch.

Prabhari Officer, Ajaz Ahmad Bhat 
reviews the progress of B2v4 developmental works 

for Shadab Karewa, Shopian.

Pyare Zia Khan CEO ASHIMI Group at Startup Leadership Conclave held at JKEDI Pampore

Team JKEDI with Tejaswini trainees at Udhampur (JKEDI) organizes a one-day Entrepreneurship 
Awareness Programme in Kathua

Director JKEDI with Pyare Zia Khan
CEO ASHIMI Group at JKEDI Pampore

Director JKEDI attends a two-day incubator 
capacity development workshop at IIT Madras

Director JKEDI flags off a batch of female 
trainees on an industrial exposure tour.
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The candidates have been trained by JKEDI and sponsored 

under Tejaswani Scheme of Mission Youth

TESTIMONIALS 
TOIBA  ALTAF  -  PULWAMA

I have interacted with many officials and faculty 

members during the 10-Day Entrepreneurship 

Development Programme at JKEDI. These 10 days 

have been very beneficial for my personal growth and 

now I am more confident about starting a business. A 

one-day industrial tour was also organized by JKEDI 

and this helped me to visit various business 

establishments to get a firsthand look at their 

operations. 

RITA DEVI  -  SAMBA

I belong to a remote village in the Sumb block of 
district Samba. I was always passionate about 
entrepreneurship right from my school days. I 
reached out to various financial institutions for 
assistance, but nothing came of it. A friend told me 
about the Tejaswani Scheme and I enrolled myself 
there. JKEDI's 10-Day Entrepreneurship Development 
Programme helped me a lot. I gained knowledge of 
basic business concepts to run my business 
smoothly. JKEDI provided me with a detailed 
business plan. I believe that proper guidance and 
support are very helpful for aspiring entrepreneurs. 
“Don’t get complacent and come out of your comfort 
zone. Be a job provider rather than a job seeker.  We 
cannot afford to be cynical about government 
schemes but must study these incentives and sops in 
detail to avail them”, says Sarwar.

SHAZIA MEHRAJ  -  SRINAGAR

The Tejaswani scheme helped me establish a ready-
made garment retail outlet. I never wanted to work for 
someone else. I always dreamt of starting my own 
business. My friends and family once recommended 
that I apply for jobs, but I never did. Now that I am living 
my dream, they are all proud and supportive. The 
feeling of being independent cannot be put into 
words. The training program at JKEDI was very 
informative. I got to meet officials from J&K Bank and 
Government departments who guided me and 
helped me to establish my business. 

SHALLO DEVI  -  REASI

I would like to thank JKEDI for imparting and 
enhancing my entrepreneurial skills in me during the 
10 days of the Entrepreneurship Development 
Programme (EDP). I would also like to thank Mission 
Youth for facilitating financial assistance under the 

Tejaswini Scheme. The field trip during the EDP and 
interaction with successful entrepreneurs enhanced 
my knowledge of various aspects related to business. 
This knowledge also motivated me to become a 
successful entrepreneur.  

SONIKA DEVI  -  KISHTWAR

I have started a cosmetic store under the Tejaswani 
Scheme of Mission Youth. I do not have a business 
background and was very apprehensive in the 
beginning but the 10-Day Entrepreneurship 
Development Programme at JKEDI changed my 
perception and now I am confident to run my 
business. This scheme has made me financially 
independent and I started my business with zero 
investment. I want women from far-flung areas of our 
district to come forward and avail the benefits of this 
scheme and more importantly, they should attend the 
training program at JKEDI to understand the basic 
concepts of business.

SAIDA NASEEM  -  POONCH

I am very thankful to the Government for designing 
the Tejaswani scheme for women like us. I had no 
access to finance and was very worried about my 
future. I always wanted to start a business to be 
independent and contribute to household income. 
Now I am planning to start my own Kiryana store, 
which I believe is a dream come true. The training 
program at JKEDI was very beneficial and I got the 
chance to meet more women like me. It was a very 
valuable learning experience.  

ZEESHAN HASHMAT  -  PAMPORE

I learned marketing, accounting, and other basic 
business concepts. These will certainly help me 
become financially independent. My friends and 
family have witnessed a positive change in my 
personality and behavior during the past 10 days. I am 
feeling more confident to take on the challenges of 
life. There are very few jobs available in Kashmir and 
entrepreneurship can be a game changer. I believe 
that females should come forward to take advantage 
of the Government schemes and start a business so 
that they can become independent. This gives us the 
opportunity to be our own boss. Our training program 
included a market survey, and this activity helped me 
choose a viable business. It is not necessary for 
females to choose traditional activities; they can 
successfully run any business. 
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“Hosting G20 Summit in J&K presents diverse 

opportunities for the Start-ups with innovative 

ideas looking for access to Global Markets & Investors. 

It is a platform for youth to come up with 

disruptive solutions to address issues and problems 

faced by the society. The G20 Summit will positively 

impact J&K’s future, promote peace, stability & 

sustainable environment.”

SIDCO Complex, Industrial Estate, 
Bari Brahmana, Jammu | 01923-222452    Phone: 

Address:

www.jkedi.org       |       www.startupjk.com       |       jkedipublic@gmail.com  

STARTUP HELPLINE
VISHAL RAY :  9419-216-208
IMTIYAZ AHMAD MALLA :  8825-014-846 

Sempora Pampore Kashmir Campus - 192121
Phone: 01933-222266

— Ajaz Ahmad Bhat, IAS

Director JKEDI

Jammu & Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI)


